
Town of Colchester

Revolving Loan Fund and Mini-Grant Fund

Proposed 2013   Qualifications and Criteria  

A. Municipal Intent

It is the Town’s intent to work with property owners to bring all on-site sewage 
disposal  systems  and all  municipal  sewage  collection  components  in  line  with 
current  environmental  standards.  Environmental  standards  and  the  officially 
adopted  design  regulations  change  periodically.   Systems  that  were  permitted, 
designed, and constructed in accordance with the standards adopted at the time of 
their construction and which otherwise have continuously met State and municipal 
regulations  remain  valid  even  through  they  may  not  meet  the  most  current 
standards.

Property owners may be concerned that applying for a loan will draw the Town’s 
attention to a “failed, failing, or substandard system”.  The Town recognizes that 
the applicants,  by the very act  of  declaring  these problems are indicating  their 
desire to find a solution.  The Town intends to work with all property owners to 
resolve these issues.

In general, the Town does not intend to ‘shut down’ or otherwise force a solution 
on those property owners that draw attention to their properties.  Past experience 
indicates that most property owners will be able to operate with continued cautious 
use of their on-site system.

The Town will need to work with a homeowner to find  immediate solutions in 
cases where raw sewage is surfacing or directly flowing into surface waters. These 
are exactly the high priority cases that we wish to assist with the loan funds.

B. Basic Qualifications

1. The program is open solely to all properties within the Town of Colchester 
with priority being given to owner-occupied homes within areas designated as 
high risk by the Integrated Water Resources Management Report. 

2. Award priority will be given to “failed, failing, or substandard" on-site sewage 
disposal system.   Eligible properties that are connected to a municipal sewer 
collection main and which also have a problem with the private portion of 
their  service  connection  will  also  be  considered  for  this  program.   This 
determination must be made by a Licensed Designer in most cases.
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Town  administrative  officials  will  assist  property  owners with  this 
determination upon request. Town assistance will be limited.  Most applicants 
will  need  to  hire  a  Licensed  Designer  to  investigate  the  problem  and  to 
prepare a design for the proposed solution.

C. Review Process

1. All applications will be first examined to determine whether they meet the 
Basic Qualifications described in Section B above.  As necessary the Town 
may request additional information or clarification from the applicant.

2. Applicants  that  meet  the  Basic  Qualifications  will  then  be  evaluated  and 
ranked.  As necessary,  the Town may visit the property and may request a 
meeting  with  the  applicant  and  their  Licensed  Designer  to  review  the 
application.

3. The owners of parcels that meet the qualifications but which do not receive a 
loan award in a given year  will  be contacted to ask whether  the applicant 
would like to be considered in the next award cycle.

4. The Town may award additional funding assistance during a given year if
funding is available after the initial round of awards.  Funds may be
available if a property owner elects to not accept awarded assistance, or if
the full amount of the awarded assistance is not required, or if the Town
secures additional funds.

E. Definitions

1. A  Licensed Designer is either a Professional Engineer or a Site Technician 
that is qualified in the State of Vermont to prepare designs in accordance with 
State design standards.
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