
How Do We Decide Whether 
to Close Schools in Inclement 
Weather?
By Sara Ensey, Communications Specialist, Colchester School District

We are once again in that time of year when inclement weather—particularly 
snow—will be a regular visitor to our region … and with it almost assuredly 

some weather-related school closures.
When a storm comes through, students and parents alike wait with bated breath. 

Will school be closed today … or not? 
If you have ever wondered how that decision is made and all of what must be 

considered in making that decision, this article is for you.

What are the numerous considerations that must be carefully taken into 
account when determining whether or not to close or delay the opening of 
schools as a result of weather?

• Reports about road conditions from the Town of Colchester’s Public Works 
Department and Colchester Police Department

Colchester covers a vast and diverse geographic area; while some streets may 
appear clear, travel elsewhere in our community may be too dangerous for students 
and suf icient numbers of faculty and staff members to travel safely. We also must 
consider the fact that some high school students drive to school.

• Reports from the bus contractor about whether buses are able to transport 
students

While buses can drive through snow, downed trees and/or power lines or 
other vehicle accidents on the roads can prohibit successful transport of students 
to school. Additionally, many buses must maneuver into tight areas that may be 
rendered impossible by inclement weather. And snow is not the only concern; ice is 
always a consideration, and extremely cold temperatures may prevent buses from 
starting.

• The ability to provide clear and safe access to school buildings by clearing 
school parking lots, driveways, and sidewalks

Administrators must work with maintenance and custodial staff to determine 
whether these areas are safe.

• The amount of snow and ice that has accumulated and what is expected to 
accumulate

Administrators must also consider whether the conditions are expected to 
worsen based upon forecasts.

• Whether utilities in our buildings—electricity, heat, water, and so on—have 
been or are expected to be adversely impacted

• Visibility, temperatures, and wind-chill factors
Some students walk to school, and those who ride buses may have to wait longer 

at bus stops if buses are delayed.

Who makes the decision?
The decision about whether to close or delay the opening of schools—

or to dismiss schools early—belongs to the superintendent of schools. While 
Superintendent Waters does pay careful attention to the actions of other districts 
in our area, because Colchester’s weather can vary greatly from the bay area to the 
hills around the village, he bases his decisions upon the above-mentioned factors as 
well as upon recommendations from CSD’s business and operations manager, who is 

Upcoming Town Budget Public Hearing
An upcoming public hearing on the Town Budget will be held 
on January 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the Colchester Meeting House 
at 830 Main Street.

Budget information will be available at 
http://colchestervt.gov/Manager/TownMeeting.shtml.

We welcome and encourage community participation!

E-mail Assistant Town Manager Aaron Frank at 
afrank@colchestervt.gov with any questions, or call (802) 
264-5502.

Create a logo for the Town of Colchester by January 15 ... and you might win 

$250!

In accordance with the Economic Development Action Plan and the Heritage Project, 
the Town of Colchester is hosting a citizen logo contest to inspire community pride 
and ownership of Colchester’s identity as part of the Economic Development Office’s 
rebranding effort. The Town welcomes logo entries from any Colchester citizen. It 
reserves the right to combine multiple logos together (in such an event, each 
winning entry will receive $250), and it also reserves the right to not select any entry.  
The award-winning logo—which will be determined by a selection committee and 
approved by the Colchester Selectboard—is slated for use on future Town marketing 
materials, including print media, letterhead, websites, social media avenues, signage, 
brochures, and more.

All entries for the contest are due by January 15, 2014, by 4:30 p.m. and may be 
delivered to the Town Offices at 781 Blakely Road. Anyone wishing to submit a logo 
design electronically may e-mail it to logocontest@colchestervt.gov; if an automatic 
reply acknowledging receipt of the e-mail is not received, or for more information 
about the contest, please contact Kathi Walker O’Reilly at 
koreilly@colchestervt.gov or call (802) 264-5508.

Collaborate with us in rebranding your community! Break 
out your paintbrushes, drawing paper, or laptop and 
showcase your creativity for an opportunity to become a 
part of Colchester’s history. 

k 

If You Haven’t Entered Our Logo Contest, 
There’s Still Time!
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in ongoing contact with the Town of Colchester’s Public Works Department, the bus 
contractor, and CSD’s maintenance foreman during inclement weather.

By when is the decision made, and how is the community noti ied?
Whenever possible, the decision about whether to close or delay the opening of 

schools is made by no later than 6:00 a.m. We notify the community of the decision 
via a number of avenues.

• The Power Announcement noti ication system is activated.
• The Vermont Association of Broadcasters disseminates the information to 

every radio station and television station in its directory; from there, the af iliated 
radio and television stations broadcast the information through their preferred 
means.

• The information is posted on Sovernet Communications school closings 
page.

It is important to note that parents always have the right to decide whether they 
feel travel is unsafe for their child/children and may choose to keep their child/
children home during inclement weather.

Why not simply always cancel school during inclement weather?
The impact of numerous snow days upon the end of the school year is never a 

consideration. Rather, we are sensitive to the fact that school closures can present a 
number of challenges for parents, particularly with regard to child care; some young 
students may be without proper supervision during the day if schools are closed. 
And because an increasing number of students are eligible for free or reduced-
price meals during the school day, school closures may also adversely impact these 
students’ food security. For these reasons, it is important to make as careful a 
decision about whether to close schools as possible given the information available. 
Safety of our students and staff is always our irst priority.

How can parents and students prepare? 
We recommend that all parents have a solid contingency plan in place to manage 

unexpected school closings and/or delays.
We also recommend that all parents prepare their children for cold and 

potentially dangerous changing weather conditions by providing warm winter 
clothing and footwear.

Information about school closings, delayed openings, and early dismissals can also be 
found on Colchester School District’s website. If you have any questions or would like 
more information, you may also contact our administrative of ices at (802) 264-5999.

More About Colchester’s Fire and Water Supply Services
By Town of Colchester Staff with Assistance from Water and Fire Districts

Water supply and ire protection services in the Town of Colchester are provided 
by ive distinct entities for water and three ire departments, all operating 

under different governmental structures, boards, and bylaws. These organizations 
were formed out of necessity, as the Town did not wish to pay for this infrastructure 
or service at the time they were established. Speci ic contact information is below, 
but a general description follows:

• Fire District #1 provides water service in the Winooski Park or Saint 
Michael’s College area. It and the other ire districts are each municipal corporations 
under State law, established to provide one or more public services. 

• Fire District #2 provides both water and ire services in the Malletts Bay 
area. It too is a municipal corporation.

• Fire District #3 provides water service in the Village, Blakely/Severance 
Road, East Lakeshore Drive, and Exit 17 areas. It too is a municipal corporation.

• Champlain Water District Retail Division (CWD) provides water to the Water 
Tower Hill area (Exit 16) and also to the Colchester neighborhoods along Malletts 
Bay Avenue just west of Winooski. CWD, a consolidated water district, is a municipal 
corporation under State law.

• The Town of Essex provides water service for the Fort Ethan Allen area.
• Colchester Center Volunteer Fire Company is a nonpro it corporation and 

provides ire protection services in the Village, Exit 16, and Exit 17 areas.
• Saint Michael’s Fire and Rescue is a nonpro it corporation which serves part 

of the Town of Colchester in the Route 15 area and is a brigade of the Colchester 
Center Volunteer Fire Company.

• Malletts Bay Fire Department serves the Malletts Bay area and southwestern 
part of Colchester.

Fire District #1 (established in 1938) provides water service to the Winooski Park 
area, including Saint Michael’s College, the Fanny Allen Campus of Fletcher Allen 
Health Care, Red Pines Condos, Windemere Park, and other customers along College 
Parkway (Route 15) and Johnson Avenue. It purchases water from Champlain Water 
District. Colchester Center Volunteer Fire Company and Saint Michael’s Fire and 
Rescue provide emergency, ire, and rescue responses to this area.  

Annual Meeting: Fourth Monday in January
Monthly meetings: Held irregularly at the Antonio and Rita Pomerleau Alumni 
Center on the Saint Michael’s College campus   
Main Number:       654-2872 
Superintendent:      John Tymecki  864-7454  
District Manager:      Jerry Flanagan  654-2872
Treasurer:      Thomas Van Dzura 654-3404   
Prudential Committee:    Brian Lee  Term (2011–2014)
                         Marcel Rainville, SSE Term (2012–2015)
            Joseph McLaughlin, SSE Term (2013–2016)
For more information on Fire District #1, visit the website at: http://cfd1.org
Saint Michael’s Fire and Rescue: http://www.smfronline.org
Saint Michael’s Fire and Rescue Chief: Pete Soons 

Fire District #2 (established in 1949) provides water service and ire protection 
to the Malletts Bay area from Burlington to Bayside Park and turning right to a 
portion of Blakely Road and Malletts Bay Avenue. It purchases water from the City of 
Burlington. Malletts Bay Fire Department provides ire protection to this area.
Annual Meeting: Fourth Monday in January 
Monthly meetings: Second Thursday of the month at Fire District #2 Of ice 
  
Main Number:      862-4621
District Administrator:   Dick Desautels  862-2858
Prudential Committee:   Steve Chagnon  Term (2013–2016)
                       Angela MacDonald Term (2012–2015)
                      Joe Hart  Term (2013–2014)
     Vacant   Term (2011–2014)
     K. Michael Whalen Term (2013–2014)
For more information on Fire District #2, visit the website:  
http://mallettsbay ire.org
Malletts Bay Fire Department Chief: David Scibek
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Source:
Fire District Boundary - updated by CCRPC, 2012
Water District Service Area - updated by CCRPC, 2012
Surface Water - IWRMP, 2011
Road Centerline - 2012, CCRPC w/guidance from town

Disclaimer:
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resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by registered 
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on-the-ground.  This map identifies the presence of features, 
and may indicate relationships between features, but is not
a replacement for surveyed information or engineering studies.
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Fire District #3 (established in 1949) provides water service for the Village area. 
Areas include Severance Road, Westbury Park, and Winchester Place (Route 15) 
to Bayside Park, East Lakeshore Drive to the Village area; to the east to the Essex 
line; and to the north to the Milton line. Area also includes Sunderland Woods / 
Rathe Road to Hercules Drive. Fire District #3 purchases water from Champlain 
Water District. Colchester Center Volunteer Fire Company (a nonpro it corporation) 
provides ire protection in this and other parts of town in cooperation with Saint 
Michael’s Fire and Rescue.

Annual Meeting: Third Monday in January, Fire District #3 Of ice, 428 Main Street 
Monthly Meetings: First Tuesday of the month at Fire District #3 Of ice, 428 Main 
Street  
Main Number    878-4337              
District Administrator:   Dick Desautels 862-2858     
Prudential Committee:   Jay Riedinger Term (2013–2016)
   William Uzzell Term (2011–2014)
   Stephen Roy Term (2012–2015)

Colchester Center Volunteer Fire Company Chief: Mike Chmielewski
Station non-emergency number:  878-8961
http://www.colchester ire.org

The CWD Retail Division is an Enterprise Fund of the Champlain Water District 
organized to provide contracted water distribution services to CWD-served water 
systems. Under a separate budget, the CWD Retail Division also owns and operates 
the following two water systems in the Town of Colchester:

1. Colchester Town Water System with a service area, which encompasses 
the Exit 16 Water Tower Hill area, including Hercules Drive, Upper Mountain View 
Drive, and Lower Mountain View Drive.

2. The Malletts Bay Water Company service area, which includes the Young 
Street / Valley ield / Morehouse Drive neighborhoods on the Winooski–Malletts Bay 

Avenue line.
CWD is run by an elected Board of Water Commissioners with Board meetings 

scheduled the second Tuesday of each month at noon at the CWD Water Treatment 
Facility, 403 Queen City Park Road, South Burlington. The CWD Annual Meeting is 
held the irst Tuesday in April at the Antonio and Rita Pomerleau Alumni Center on 
the Saint Michael’s College campus.

Main Number:    864-7454 (including emergencies)
Water Superintendent:  John Tymecki 864-7454 extension 120. 
John Tymecki’s e-mail:  johnt@cwd-h2o.org 
CWD Commissioner for the Town of Colchester: 
     Karen Richard Term (2012–2015)
For more information on CWD, visit the website at: www.cwd-h2o.org. 

Town of Essex provides water service to Fort Ethan Allen.
Main Number:    878-1344
For more information on the Town of Essex, visit the website at: 
http://www.essex.org

Expanding Professional Development for Teachers and Why It Is Important
By Sara Ensey, Communications Specialist, Colchester School District

With grant funding provided by the National Science Foundation (NSF), 
Colchester High School science teacher Kara Lenorovitz recently honored 

Colchester School District by presenting at the American Geophysical Union (AGU) 
annual fall meeting in San Francisco, having been selected to do so by the Research 
on Adaptation to Climate Change (RACC) program.

Ms. Lenorovitz joined teacher Tom Lane of Bellows Free Academy, Fairfax, and 
Saint Michael’s College’s Miranda Lescaze at the San Francisco meeting. More than 
twenty-two thousand earth and space scientists, educators, students, and other 
leaders gathered to present groundbreaking research and connect with colleagues 
as part of the December event.

“It was incredibly powerful and reaf irming to both attend and present at 
the AGU conference,” Ms. Lenorovitz said. “Having the opportunity to learn about 
cutting-edge scienti ic indings across the multifaceted disciplines of earth science, 
network with researchers and educators from around the world, and to partner more 
closely with RACC colleagues represented unparalleled professional development. 
Learning more about the complexities of climate change and educator professional 
development opportunities offered by other national and international organizations 
truly highlighted that the broader RACC research focus and model of authentically 
integrating both high school teachers and students in a vibrant research community 
is a unique, dynamic, and effective model.”

Hands-on study and application of knowledge is important 
because making real-world connections to abstract 
classroom learning piques student engagement and 

attention—thus encouraging out-of-the-box thinking and 
enhancing learning. 

Ms. Lenorovitz has participated in the RACC program, which is part of the 
Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR)—itself an NSF-
funded collaborative research effort between university researchers, graduate and 
undergraduate students, and high school teams throughout New England, New York, 
and Puerto Rico—for four years. She also mentors CHS students in EPSCoR-related 
efforts; last school year, three CHS seniors focused their efforts on understanding 
how storm events impact phosphorus levels in streams in various areas of different 
land uses and were later recognized for their contributions to climate change 
research.

CHS has participated in the Streams/RACC project for all six years of the 

program’s existence (the name morphed to Research on Adaptation to Climate 
Change [RACC] after its third year). Because science teacher Will Warren led the 
CHS team for the irst two years, two science teachers and thirteen students have 
been actively engaged in this research initiative over CHS’s six years of participation.

Why is this important?
Exceptional teachers and teaching opportunities best position our students for 

success. Teacher collaboration is a critical element of student success, as are strategic 
professional development opportunities. In addition to serving as an elemental 
component in CSD’s teacher evaluation model, professional development is also the 
foundational aspect of in-service days. Students’ ability to participate in hands-on, 
experiential learning is critically important, and your schools work to provide as 
many hands-on opportunities as possible for students—from pioneering a irst-of-
its-kind sustainability initiative and partnering with UVM to conduct atmospheric 
research to working with a state of icial to design simple water iltration systems 
… and from seeking grant funding to support the construction of a human-powered 
generator to teaming up with Colchester Police Department to explore forensics, your 
schools work to align with the Colchester School District Vision and Strategic Plan 
2012–2017′s many pathways, including Pathway A: High Standards, Expectations, 
and Individual Engagement for All Learners; Pathway B: Technology Infrastructure 
and Integration; Pathway C: Learning Outside Our Four Walls; and Pathway E: Parent, 
Community, and School Partnerships Among Lifelong Learners. 

Hands-on study and application of knowledge is important because making 
real-world connections to abstract classroom learning piques student engagement 
and attention—thus encouraging out-of-the-box thinking and enhancing learning. It 
also strengthens students’ observational skills and allows them to actively engage in 
their learning, providing additional sensory activities and expanding their curiosity. 
Our students are busily preparing for careers that do not even exist yet, and as such, 
problem-solving and critical-thinking skills are of even greater importance; students 
must be able to translate the theories and concepts they learn now toward applications 
they will use in their careers that have yet to be developed. Facilitating an increased 
emphasis on hands-on education—and providing opportunities for leadership 
development and career preparation in the process—is an excellent example of the 
forward thinking that the district works hard to promote and encourage. In order 
to do that, we must have quality teachers. To have quality teachers, they must have 
relevant, meaningful, and ongoing professional development.

In short, expanded professional development for teachers equals enhanced 
experiential learning—and thus greater success—for our students.

For more information, please call Colchester School District at (802) 264-5999.

Upcoming Bond Vote for New Water Storage Tank
By Bryan Osborne, Director of Public Works, Town of Colchester

In March 2014, the Champlain Water District will hold a district-wide bond vote for 
a new water storage tank located on Water Tower Hill in Colchester. The existing 

850,000-gallon tank currently serves Colchester Fire District #1, Colchester Fire 
District #3, the Town of Essex, the City of Winooski, and the Colchester Town Water 
System and Malletts Bay Water Company, which are both owned and operated by the 
Champlain Water District. The existing 850,000-gallon tank will be torn down and 
replaced with a 1.275-million-gallon tank. The additional 425,000 gallons are needed 
to meet the future ire storage needs of those water systems served by the tank. The 

project is expected to cost approximately $1.875 million. A low-interest loan has 
been secured for this project, which will provide project inancing at 3 percent over 
a twenty-year repayment period. Construction of the project is currently expected to 
begin in June 2014 with an estimated completion date of September 2014.

For more information, please contact Director of Public Works Bryan Osborne at (802)  
264-5625.

Student School Board Member Shares Her Goals
By Teremy Garen, Colchester School Board Student Representative

I am beyond honored to have been granted the privilege of the 2013/2014 student 
school board representative position, and I look forward to the year to come and 

everything that I can do to help make the great things that are happening within the 
Colchester School District even better.

As a student representative, it is my job to seek out student opinions and hear 
student voices on issues about which my peers may not otherwise have an audience. 
I am more than excited for the opportunity to hear how students feel about the 
decisions that are made that affect them—and how community members want 
those decisions to be made.

On one occasion, our school budget decision was made by a 
narrow four votes.

As an avid performer, I understand how important music and theater are not 
only to me but also to my involved peers. I often recognize the same passion that 
I see in myself in others in all areas, academic and extracurricular, and I feel that it 
is very important for a student representative to express the interests of students 

Water
Continued from page 2 

Continued on page 4
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Colchester Fire District #1 will hold its annual meeting on Monday, January 
27, at 7:00 p.m. at the Antonio and Rita Pomerleau Alumni Center at Saint 
Michael’s College. 

Colchester Fire District #2 and Malletts Bay Fire Department will hold the 
annual meeting on Monday, January 27, at 7:00 p.m. at the CFD #2 Water 
Department, located at 838 Church Road.

Colchester Fire District #3 will hold its annual meeting on Monday, January 

The Champlain Water District will hold its annual meeting 
on Tuesday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m. at the Antonio and Rita 
Pomerleau Alumni Center at Saint Michael’s College.
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If you’re not reading the Spotlight—Colchester School District and the 
Town of Colchester’s blog—you’re missing out on news, photographs, 
and videos from around your town. 

Stay up to date—visit csdspotlight.org today. You can even sign up to 
have it delivered directly to your inbox … and it’s free!

See What’s in Th e Spotlight!

The Spotlight Your Schools
Your Town
Your News

in a way that is indicative of their passions. In the midst of budget negotiations, 
the level of enthusiasm and devotion that students have invested in their passions 
is immense, and it can often be overlooked; the iscal venture can overpower the 
signi icance these passions may have to a student’s life.

Another goal of mine as student representative is to increase voter awareness at 
the high school level. Many of my peers in the senior class are already eighteen years 
old or will be eighteen years old before our town vote in March. On one occasion, our 
school budget decision was made by a narrow four votes! Though every registered 

voter is encouraged to vote, not everyone can make it out on voting day to cast his 
or her ballot—and many high school seniors who are eligible to vote do not, due to 
various reasons. I am very dedicated to impressing upon my peers the importance 
of their vote, and I am aiming, with the help of School Board Director Lindsey Cox, to 
help aid my peers in the voter registration process.

As always, I strongly encourage any and all community members to contact 
me with any questions, concerns, or other comments via e-mail (teremy.garen@
colchestersd.org), and I look forward to hearing from the Colchester community. 
Again, I am honored to have been appointed to this position, and I have many plans 
in mind to ful ill this role to the absolute best of my ability.

Winter Parking Ban and Other Parking Regulations
Colchester Police Department would like to remind all Colchester residents that 

the winter parking ban is once again in effect.
The winter parking ban starts every year on November 15 and goes through 

March 15 the following year. 
No vehicles are allowed to be parked on a public road or in a public parking lot 

between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.
Please remember to move your vehicles off all public roads during the parking 

ban. This will allow the Colchester Department of Public Works to maintain the 
streets during inclement weather without being hampered by vehicles parked on 
the road. Violators are subject to tow. 

The Colchester Police Department would also like to remind everyone that they 
must park with the right side of the car to the curb on roads with traf ic going in both 
directions.  Parking in the wrong direction increases the likelihood of being involved 
in an accident.

There is also no parking in the following areas:

• On sidewalks
• In an intersection
• In front of a driveway
• Within thirty (30) feet of an intersection with a signal or stop sign
• On or within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk 
• On a bridge
• On or within ifty (50) feet of railroad tracks 
• Within six (6) feet of a ire hydrant

• Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance of a ire station 
        and seventy- ive (75) feet on the opposite side of the street
• Any place where signs prohibit parking

Please contact the Colchester Police Department at (802) 254-5555 if you have 
questions or concerns.

Goals
Continued from page 3

Wrong 

E

We wish you 
a happy, safe, 
and wonderful 

2014!
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Contact Information
Colchester High School
131 Laker Lane
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5700  F: (802) 264-5757
Website: www.csdvt.org/chs

Colchester Middle School
425 Blakely Road
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5800
Website: www.csdvt.org/cms

Malletts Bay School
609 Blakely Road
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5900  F: (802) 264-5901
Website: www.csdvt.org/mbs

Porters Point School
490 Porters Point Road
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5920  F: (802) 862-6835
Website: www.csdvt.org/pps

Union Memorial School
253 Main Street
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5959  F: (802) 879-5350
Website: www.csdvt.org/ums

Colchester School District Administrative Offi ces
125 Laker Lane
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5999  F: (802) 863-4774
Website: www.csdvt.org

Colchester Town Offi ces
781 Blakely Road
Colchester, VT 05446
P: (802) 264-5500  F: (802) 264-5503
Website: www.colchestervt.gov

Currently Colchester is written and produced by Colchester School District and the Town of Colchester

Find CSD on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ColchesterSchoolDistrict
Follow CSD on Twitter: www.twitter.com/CSDCommunity

Find the Town of Colchester on Facebook: 
     www.facebook.com/pages/Town-of-Colchester-VT/270774399632346
Find Colchester Police Department on Facebook:
     www.facebook.com/pages/Colchester-Police-Department/129387157104112


