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IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
 
 

November 15, 2012 
 
 
Dear students and parents, 
 
It may be of no surprise to you or to our community that Colchester schools experience drug-related issues.  
Each year, high school and middle school administrators report students who use drugs and/or possess drugs in 
their personal belongings and in vehicles on campus.  More alarming is the distribution and exchange (dealing) 
of drugs and the long-term implications of this distribution and exchange for the health and safety of our school 
community.  In the absence of proper deterrents, we believe that drugs enter our schools despite our best efforts 
to manage and monitor drug-related incidents.  With no means of detecting drugs, it appears as though access to 
them is relatively easy despite our policy that we are a drug- and tobacco-free campus.  
 
Recently, the school board approved a new policy for drug, alcohol, and tobacco use on campus (that policy can 
be found here: www.csdvt.org/main/pages/policies/f/f9.pdf).  Although the new policy is not greatly different 
from the one it replaces, it does include a partnership with Centerpoint School, an affiliation with Howard 
Center, for students who have been found in possession or under the influence of an illegal drug.  Centerpoint 
School has agreed to provide Colchester High School with support for three years with the appointment of a 
comprehensive drug program and counselor.  The board is pleased that we will be able to provide willing 
students with an opportunity to address their ongoing drug issues.  
 
While the aforementioned drug and alcohol policy and partnership with Centerpoint School are important, we 
must proactively ensure the safety of our school community and ensure that illicit drugs are not introduced into 
our learning environments.  Accordingly, the school board, its administrators, and Police Chief Kirker have 
authorized a program in partnership with the Colchester Police Department in which the police department’s K-
9, Tazor, accompanied by his handler, Corporal Dave Dewey, will visit our campuses.  The purpose of these 
visits will be to utilize K-9 Tazor’s training in locating illicit drugs, and we believe that it is a proactive 
approach to reducing the possession and dealing of drugs on campus. 
 
Parents and students should be aware that school authorities may search a student and/or his or her personal 
effects, student lockers, or student automobiles according to the language set forth in the School Search and 
Seizure Policy. Please take the time to review the policy; it can be found on our website at 
www.csdvt.org/main/pages/policies/f/f4.pdf or by contacting our administrative offices at (802) 264-5999 to 
request a copy. Parents and students should also be aware that, in the event that illicit drugs are indicated to be 
present by K-9 Tazor, the police may use that information to seek a search warrant and pursue criminal charges 
as appropriate.  The scope of the use of K-9 Tazor will be in common areas, to include the school grounds and 
parking lots.  

http://www.csdvt.org/main/pages/policies/f/f9.pdf
http://www.csdvt.org/main/pages/policies/f/f4.pdf
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We must recognize that a sufficient deterrent for students to possess or deal drugs on campus is currently a 
conspicuously absent component from our schools; policy alone is not enough for students, nor is suspension or 
expulsion from school. I am aware of and respect concerns regarding the personal belongings of students and 
staff; given the issues, new approaches are warranted.  It is essential that we take every opportunity to maintain 
a sound learning environment that provides for the safety and welfare of students and school personnel.  If you 
have any questions about this action, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 

Larry Waters 
Superintendent 
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